
THE ASSOCIATION OF KENT VETERAN GOLFERS
100 Ash Tree Drive, West Kingsdown, Sevenoaks, TN15 6LQ

Telephone: 07808 094811                                     E-mail: clive.young28@btinternet.com

Founder: Gordon Emerton-Court

President: Clive Young Hon. Secretary: Peter Kelham

30th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Friday 17th October 2025 at 16.45PM at West Kent GC

MINUTES
action

1 President’s opening address
Clive Young (CY) welcomed AKVG members to AKVG’s 30th AGM. CY noted that today’s 
tournament had been well supported and hoped everyone had enjoyed their golf and lunch.

2 Present: 33 members were in attendance.
3 Apologies for absence: Alan Wood, Andrew Burton, Tony Faunch, Ian Fright, Ian Dickson, Jim 

Boyd, Stuart Strudley, Richard Bull, Rod Hearnden.
4 Minutes of 2024 AGM

The minutes of the 2024 AGM were approved.
5 Secretary’s report

Peter Kelham (PK) gave his report (copy attached). Main points arising:
• Association had a very successful tournament year which was well supported with an 

average of over 80 members attending each of the 7 main events. Concern over the
19% reduction in members since last year. Fresh efforts will be made to re-energising 
Representatives and encouraging clubs without a Representative to recruit one.

• The annual membership subscription will be retained at £5pa. The Committee will look 
for ways to reduce the administration costs of the Association and will in particular be
focussing on the cost of the handicap Club V1 System and alternatives available.

• Toby Frampton’s (TF) fixture list for 2026 (copy attached) is in the membership cards. 
Due to Toby’s endeavours the 2026 match fee will be £54pp, which is an excellent result 
in the face of ever-increasing green fees and catering costs that golf clubs are charging.

• A number of improvements to the administration of the charity lottery; including the 
provision of greater value prizes, were made to reduce the pressure on Committee 
members and allow them also to enjoy a round of golf. 

• During the year the AKVG have consulted widely on the subject of Women being 
admitted to membership and following feedback it was decided to recommend that the 
inclusion of senior women should be discussed and voted upon at the AGM.

6 Treasurer’s report
Nigel Halliwell (NH) gave his report (copy attached). Main points arising:

• The accounts for the year ended 31 December 2024, were reviewed and approved 
during the Representative’s meeting at Wrotham Heath on 14th April 2025. These 
accounts were circulated with the AGM Agenda (copy attached).

• Going forward it is the intent to review and approve the previous year’s accounts at the 
Representative’s meeting and to present them for confirmation at the AGM.

• 2024 accounts showed an excess of expenditure over income of £933, and cumulative 
reserves of £9,600. Actions taken to manage any shortfall for this year.

• Improved donations this year to the Captain’s charity and the Kent and Surrey Air 
Ambulance, are expected to be made before the end of November.

7 Membership Secretary’s report:



Jeff Root (JR) gave his report (copy attached). which shows that membership numbers have
declined from 707 in 2022 to 531 members from 36 clubs as at 1st September 2025. Despite the
reduction in membership, the average attendance at our fixtures has remained constant.
Sets of 2026 membership cards and member lists were handed to Reps present. Others will be 
sent theirs by post.

JR

8 Devon Match report
Captain Nigel Tubman (NT) reported that the Kent team had a wonderful trip to Devon for the 
first double header encounter with the Devon Men’s Veteran Golfing Association (DMVGA) on 
the 2nd July at Churston and 3rd July at Tiverton. The overall result of the double header was a 9-
7 win for Kent. The result at Churston was a 5½ to 2½ win for Kent but at Tiverton, Devon won 
4½ to 3½. This is the 4th year in a row that Kent have won the Trophy and the 26th year of the 
competition. 
Both courses were in great condition and the weather was glorious, if a little hot and humid. The 
two-match format was very successful and such was the demand to play, Devon managed to 
field different teams for both matches (except their Captain, Malcolm Tester, a Kentish Man no 
less, who played in both). Needless to say, we met some great people, ate well, and all played 
extremely well. 
We are all looking forward to July 2026 when Devon will visit Kent to try to wrest the Trophy from 
our hands. There will be further information shortly publicising the two matches, which will be 
held at the Weald of Kent and Westerham.

9 Election of AKVG officers
9.1 CY proposed that Committee Officers and role holders listed under Agenda Items 8.1 to 8.7 

should be re-elected en masse as listed below:
President Clive Young
Vice President Eddie Ruff
Hon Secretary Peter Kelham
Treasurer Nigel Halliwell
Membership Secretary Jeff Root
Handicap Secretary Trevor Williams
Fixtures Secretary Toby Frampton

The proposal was unanimously approved by attending members. 
9.2 Vice President Emeritus: Ian Fright. This honorary position was awarded in 2024.

10 Election of committee
CY proposed that Committee members listed under Agenda Items 9.1 to 9.2 should be re-
elected and under Agenda Item 9.3 should be elected en masse as listed below:

9.1 Immediate Past Captain Nigel Tubman
9.2 Merchandise Manager Brian Rayner
9.3 Registration Manager Terry Wright

The proposal was unanimously approved by attending members. 
11 Captaincy

Nigel Tubman (NT) gave a short summary of his term as Captain (copy attached) and thanked 
all present for a most enjoyable year. He was also pleased to report that his chosen charity, 
Young Lives Foundation had been presented with a Cheque for £1300.
NT then introduced Carlo Nuvoletta (CN) of Canterbury GC as our Captain for 2026 and 
bestowed the Chain of Office. 
CN thanked all present for giving him this honour. He provided a brief description of his 
professional and family background, before outlining his two main objectives for the year, 
namely:

• Facilitating the inclusion of the women in our Association.
• Trying to reduce “slow play” in our competitions.

His chosen charity will be The Children Trust - a national leading charity for children with brain 
illnesses & injuries.
Finally, he invited anyone interested in playing the home matches against Devon on the 1st and 
2nd of July to contact him.at carlo.nuvoletta@sky.com.
[The full text of CN’s speech is attached and also on our website: www.akvg.com]
CN then introduced Patrick Ferguson (PF) of Poult Wood GC as his Vice Captain. 

12 Proposal: To admit lady members to AKVG
CY noted that the proposal to admit women had stemmed from a number of clubs requesting this 
at the Representative’s meeting in April 2025. Following this meeting the membership was

http://www.akvg.com/


consulted widely and following feedback, the Committee decided that senior women should be 
admitted in line with England Golf’s aspirations for inclusivity.
CY proposed that the rules should be amended to admit lady members to AKVG. The proposal
was carried by 30 votes to 3.
The meeting then went on to discuss the terms and conditions under which women would play, 
with significant contributions from CY, PF and Ian Akers as well as a number of members 
present. The issues raised: 

• women playing off red forward tees or equivalent - Agreed
• maximum handicap index
• applicable stroke index
• mixed men and women fourballs
• slow play
• availability of shower and changing facilities
• oversubscribed events – noted that rules in place for this eventuality.
• separate women’s competition may be possible in due course, but insufficient funds now

Following the lengthy discussion voting took place on the maximum handicap index for women:
• Maximum handicap index of 36 defeated by 30 votes to 3
• Maximum handicap index of 28 as for men proposed by Carlo Nuvoletta and seconded 

by Toby Frampton was carried unanimously.
CY noted that a further discussion could be had at the next AGM to review decisions made, if 
necessary. 

13 Any other business
No items were raised. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 17.30PM
The 2026 AGM will be held at West Kent G.C. on Friday 16th October 2026

Peter Kelham

Honorary Secretary



THE ASSOCIATION OF KENT VETERAN GOLFERS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, WEDNESDAY 17th October 2025. 

ITEM 4 – Hon Secretary’s Report 

1 Membership:
The association has had a very successful tournament year with an average of over 80 members 
attending each of the 7 main events. Whilst the events have been well supported there is some concern 
over the fall off in membership numbers:

• There has been a 19% reduction in members since last year.
• From 2020/21 to 2024 there has been an average 4% fall off in numbers.

The Committee acknowledged that membership numbers are a function of the Representative’s 
enthusiasm in seeking out new and retaining existing members  and will put further effort into 
encouraging clubs without a Representative to recruit one.

2 Annual subscription:
The Committee are pleased to announce that the annual membership subscription will be retained at
£5pa. The Committee are continually looking for ways to reduce the administration costs of the 
Association and this year we will be focussing on the cost of the handicap Club V1 System and 
alternatives available.

3 Fixtures for 2026 (copied with agenda):
Toby Frampton has successfully negotiated an excellent programme for 2026 and is already eyeing 
plans for future seasons. Due to Toby’s endeavours the committee are able to advise that the 2026
match fee will be £54pp, which is an excellent result in the face of ever-increasing green fees and 
catering costs that golf clubs are charging.
Toby will also lead on the Devon match during the coming season which will feature two home matches 
to decide the winning team. Every AKVG member is entitled to apply to play. Our teams will be selected 
by our Captain.
Your Handicap Secretary, Trevor Williams, will announce the winner of the player of the year 2025
during the prize presentation.

4 Devon Match:
The AKVG team had a wonderful trip to Devon for the first double header encounter with the Devon 
Men’s Veteran Golfing Association (DMVGA) on the 2nd July at Churston and 3rd July at Tiverton under 
the leadership of Captain Nigel Tubman. The overall result of the double header was a 9-7 win for 
Kent. The result at Churston was a 5½ to 2½ win for Kent but at Tiverton, Devon won 4½ to 3½. This is 
the 4th year in a row that Kent have won the Trophy and the 26th year of the competition. 

5 Charity Lottery improvements:
The Committee made a number of improvements to the administration of the charity lottery including 
the provision of greater value prizes, which we hope has been welcomed. The administration changes 
were to reduce the pressure on Committee members and allow them also to enjoy a round of golf. The 
committee will continue to look for further improvements to the raffle prizes on offer.

6 Your Committee:



The AKVG Committee are looking for a replacement who will take over producing the Call and Draw 
from the beginning of 2026. The role requires a computer-literate person who has a basic knowledge of 
Excel and Word and would also need to attend a couple of Committee meetings each year. If you think 
you would be able to take on this role let me know. 

7 Canvassing views on Lady members:
During the year the AKVG have consulted widely on the subject of Ladies being admitted to 
membership. Following feedback, the Committee are wholly in favour of the inclusion of Senior women 
and therefore it was agreed to place this matter on the Agenda for the AGM at West Kent GC on Friday 
17th October and to seek the agreement of the members.
It is suggested that:

• there will be no change to our Terms of Eligibility for those women golfers who wish to join
• women will be included in fourballs with the men
• women will play from the Red (forward) tees
• the Handicap Index (HI) for women will be limited to 36.

This is an important matter, and we want our current Men members to be happy with our proposal and 
look forward to the discussion and vote at the AGM. 

Peter Kelham
2 Oct 2025



The Association of Kent Veteran Golfers

Our fixtures in 2026 (as at 25th July 2025)

month date competition venue Notes

April Wed 15th Representatives’ Decanter Singles Redlibbets Representatives meeting. 

April Tues 28th The Captain’s Prize plus
Desmond Barker Trophy

Q Singles Canterbury

May Thurs 21st Glyn Thomas Trophy Q Singles Ashford

June Weds 24th Derek Ruthven Trophy Q Singles Upchurch River Valley

July Weds 1st v- Devon County, Day 1 Team Weald of Kent Team of 16.

July Thurs 2nd v- Devon County, Day 2 Team Westerham Team of 16. 

July Friday 24th John Bailey Trophy Q Singles Chestfield

Aug Weds 19th Emerton-Court Trophy Pairs Faversham

Sept Thurs 10th Morris Trophy Q Singles Sene Valley

Oct Fri 16th Saga Trophy + AGM Q Singles West Kent + AGM; + PotY

[key: Q = qualifies for the Player of the Year award]



AKVG

Treasurer’s Report 2025

The accounts for the year ended 31 December 2024, were reviewed and approved during 
the Representative’s meeting at Wrotham Heath on 14th April 2025. These accounts will be
circulated with the AGM Agenda.

Going forward it is the intent to review and approve the previous year’s accounts at the 
Representative’s meeting and to present them for confirmation at the AGM, which occurs 
towards the end of the year.

2024 results showed an excess of expenditure over income of £933, and showed cumulative 
reserves of £9,600. Actions have been put in place to ensure we can manage any shortfall
for this year

This year’s finances are quite healthy, with good attendance at each event with fair weather 
meaning no significant cancellation costs have been incurred. We are anticipating being able 
to maintain the high level of charitable donations to the Captain’s charity and the Kent and 
Surrey Air Ambulance Charity, which should made before the end of November.

Nigel Halliwell

AKVG Treasurer









THE ASSOCIATION OF KENT VETERAN GOLFERS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, WEDNESDAY 17th October 2025.

ITEM 6 – Membership Secretary’s Report 

In 2022 we aracted 707 members but each year since there has been a reducon in 
numbers although the number of clubs aliated to the AKVG has hardly changed. On 1st

September 2025 there were 531 members from 36 clubs.

Even with the reducon in membership, the average aendance at our xtures has 
remained steady at around 80. Analysis has shown that approximately 200 members play in 
one or more events each year.

This shows that the majority of our members are happy to pay the annual membership fee 
supporng our chosen charies.



FINAL DAY OF MY CAPTAINCY: FRIDAY 17 OCTOBER 2025

My year as your Captain ends today and the year has gone so quickly. It 
has been a great experience and a considerable honour. Clearly, it has not 
done my golf any good at all but I�ve maintained my handicap index of 
23+ all year.  Not sure that rates as success. And, I failed to win a single 
trophy unlike my predecessor Alan Wood who won Golfer of the Year 
(I�m well down the list). Although, I was part of the winning team who 
beat Devon 9-7 over 2 days in early July.

My chosen Charity, Young Lives Foundation, have been very supportive 
and earlier this afternoon they were presented with a Cheque for £1300. 
Many, many thanks to all those in AKVG who contributed very 
generously. Amy Claw from YLF told us that they intend to spend some 
of the donation on sending 30 young people on activity days.

And, many thanks to the Committee who continue to play a vital role in 
the success of AKVG. In particular Jeff Root (event start sheets), our 
President Clive Young, Secretary Peter Kelham who all keep the whole 
show on the road. Also, doing vital jobs at every event are Trevor 
Williams who along with Brian Rayner and others input all the scores and 
do battle with the system (and reading the score cards which is not always 
easy and announce the winners.

And, well done to all the players and especially to the winners of our 
events and everyone deserves a pat on the back for ensuring our 
Association continues to thrive. 

I now hand over to Carlo Nuvoletta who takes over the Captaincy for 
2026 and I wish him the very best of luck and I will do everything I can 
to support him in his year and I know you all will too. He will also 
introduce his Vice Captain who will become our Captain in 2027.

Nigel Tubman: AKVG Captain 2025



Carlo Nuvoletta � AKVG Captain for 2026
I am really looking forward to my AKVG Captaincy year in 2026. 

I was born near Rome-Italy in 1953. 

I have a Doctorate Degree in Economy and Business at the University �La Sapienza� of Rome.

I have had 40 years of professional career in a few International Corporations covering Financial & 
Administration Roles and in General Management. 

I met my wife Sheron in Italy during a skiing vacation in the Italian Alps in 1980, we married in Italy in 
1981 and we moved to Hampshire in 1992 where the European Headquarters of my employer was 
located. We moved to Kent when I retired in 2018.

Sheron and I have three sons and four grandchildren.

Despite our family language is English and that I spent the last 34 years in England my Italian accent 
is still very strong.

I like competitive golf and the social aspect of it and I am very pleased to be a member of AKVG 
which is a great combination of the two.

My two major objectives for my year of captaincy are: 

 Facilitating the inclusion of the Ladies in our Association.

 Trying to reduce the �slow play� in our competitions.

I am  looking forward to our 2026 events; our Fixtures list for the year includes eight of the most 
exciting Golf Courses in Kent, plus two more where we will play our traditional match against the 
Team from Devon. This match will be played at home on the 1st and 2nd of July respectively at the 
Weald of Kent and at Westerham GCs.

Anyone who is interested to play can send me am email at carlo.nuvoletta@sky.com

My chosen charity is The Children Trust - a National Leading Charity for Children with brain illnesses 
& injuries. I will present my Charity at my Captains Day event which will be the first competition of 
2026 and it will be played in late April at my club - i.e. Canterbury GC. 

Patrick Ferguson will be a great Vice Captain in 2026 and I look forward to be working with him and I 
am very sure you will give us both plenty of support.

Many thanks to Nigel Tubman for the fantastic contribution in his year of Captaincy in 2025 and 
many thanks to the members of the AKVG�s Committee and Management for their great support.

Carlo Nuvoletta 

20 October 2025
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